History of an Emblem:
The Minnesota Wing Gremlin




Civil Air Patrol Shoulder Patches

1st National patch 2nd National patch 3rd National patch
~ February 13, 1942 ~ July, 1942 ~ November, 1944

(also with Cadet tab) (transitional red arc 1944-1945)



Civil Air Patrol Shoulder Patches
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Pennsylvania Wing ~ May 18, 1948
1st Official Wing Patch

The National patch was fazed out December 31, 1954 and replaced by distinctive patches
which all wings were mandated to incorporate. It wasn't until September, 1961 that CAPM
39-1 required the wear of a wing or region patch by all members. On December 1, 1978, a
version of the national patch (above, right) was reinstated for overseas cadet squadrons.



Civil Air Patrol Shoulder Patches

An insignia designed by Walt Disney Studios featuring a feathered-wing airplane
being guided by a gremlin was approved by National Headquarters, Civil Air Patrol
as Minnesota Wing's distinctive shoulder patch on April 4, 1950...

But its origins go back to the early years of World War IT!



Walt Disney Studios

Flight 3, Newport Harbor, RI
~ 1945
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As a major show of patriotism in 1942, Walt Disney assighed Hank Porter, a staff artist of
the Disney Publicity Art Dept, the job of creating military insignia. Porter was responsible
for creating many of Civil Air Patrol's WWII-era emblems. When he became overcome with
insignia design requests, he called on fellow artists George Goepper, Van Kauffman, Ed
Parks, Roy Williams, and Bill Justice to assist him.



Walt Disney Studios

Art by Hank Porter in colored pencil



Walt Disney Studios
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Walt Disney Studios

Mary Blair|

Walt Disney

Bill Ju;‘r'ic

"The Gremlins" storyboard ~ 1942

“The Gremlins” short story,

Cosmopolitan magazine
~December, 1942



Walt Disney Studios
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Gremlin concept art by Bill Justice
~early 1943

;Disnﬁy to draw
4CAP’s fnsignéa

Minneapolis (#—The Walt Dis-f
‘A ney studios of Durbank, Calif, arelf
A rgoing to design an insignia forf
1 Minnesota’s wing of the civil - air|p
A patrol. Major Horace E. Read, Tistif
o wing commander, disclosed last
S night that the Disney studios had§
= granted permission for the wing to]
§-use the Disney gremlin in the in-§
A signia and that the studios would
i design the insignia, The Disney§
& studios have set up a speclal de~-§
& partment in which insignia for the
A military forces are designed,

The St. Cloud Daily Times
~ March 31, 1943




Walt Disney Studios
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Art by Bill Justice ~ June, 1943

(Safety Education Division, Flight Control Command, US Army Air Force)

CAP GETS DISNEY GREMLIN
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. This insigne, showing a benign gremlin keeping the
s| wings level, was designed and presented to the Minnesota

wing of the civil air patrol by Walt Disney studios of
E Hollywood. It will be used on planes, cars and other
.| equipment of the Minnesota CAP. The good gremlin

he hinders their flights. 3

helps all airmen in their flights and is the opposite of the |
ordinary gremlin, who is the bane of all airmen because |

aneapolus Star Tribune
~ June 7, 1943
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716th Bombardment Squadron, USAAF ~ September 13, 1944
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RNOWK ALL WEN BY THESE PASSENTS thut the underaigned,
WAL NISKNEY FRODICTILS, a corporetion, duly oepanised and
oxisting wnder and by virtae of the laws of Ghe State of
Caltifernis, and Baving Lta prinelpal place of business st
Surbenk, California, for snd In ccosldaretion of the s of
Cne Dollar (31400), snd other good and valusble consideraticn,
recelpt whereof 1a hereby ackmowledged, does by thess presents
grant unte the Unlted States OJovernsent, as represanted by the
Secretary of Defepss, the axclusive snd perpetusl right and
liconsse to reproduse wnd use the following metif, device or
design, lnahﬂ(.na the copyrighs notice, ‘@ Nalt [isney Productioms” r

“Caricsture of Wickey “omse snd Domald Duck riding
oa fuselege of plane. Toneld 1s weerlng battle cap
and oar phonos and i1s plloting plemo. XNickey is
rlAfne Dahlald Lix vearing batile cep ond bolXLﬂg
apy c‘(‘n in right haod,,."

» copy of whleh 1a depleted Ln the drawing attached harsto,.

Esid donlpgn -h an wnpublished artistie work =ado by the
undarsienad coepany's exployecs acting within the sscpe of
shelr employment.

Dnted st Burbunk, Uslifernia, she 23rd duy of apstl,

1351, 5 g’

At W ﬁ@

OCTeLUry

STATE OF CLLIFORNIA .
ik
COONTY OF LOS ANGELEL )
On thla 23 day of April, 1951, before mg f{
ealding therely, !nlu s:‘mfug?m‘oc wd a'o% =
Aﬁﬁlg= E é’ﬁ’z kmown to @6 tO D8 Eha Wiaa Prastdant F

Corporation thut exoou the within instrument and sacimowledged
=0 me GChat such eorporaticn exscuted the seme.

I8 GITHESS WEEHEGP I have hereunts st my asnd wnd
affixed n ficlal seal the day and year in lhh cartificatm
Tirst ab writtana

Licensed Disney Patch
~ April 23,1951



Flight Lieutenant Roald Dahl (1916-1990)

Royal Air Force Fighter Pilot ~ 1939
World War IT Flying Ace ~ 1941
British Spy in the United States ~ 1942

Novelist, short-story writer, poet, screenwriter

« "The Gremlins" ~ 1942, 1943

- "James and the Giant Peach” ~ 1961 (1996 movie)

* "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" ~ 1964 (1971, 2005 movie)
- “Matilda" ~ 1988 (1996 movie)

FUN FACT: Roald Dahl wrote the screenplay for "You Only
Live Twice", the 1967 film starring Sean Connery that was
loosely based on Ian Fleming's 1964 novel of the same name.
It was the first James Bond film to discard most of
Fleming's plot, using only a few characters and locations
from the book as background for an entirely new story.




Disney's Gremlins

"The Gremlins” by Roald Dahl ~ April, 1943
Cover art by Mary Blair; interior art by Bill Justice and Al Dempster




Disney's Gremlins

Walt Disney & Roald Dahl ~ 1943
(Plush dolls by Charlotte Clark)




Disney's Gremlins
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Even with a film still in limbo, Disney marketed the Gremlins throughout 1943 with toys,

comic books, and product tie-ins. As gremlin fever started to catch in America, the studio
struggled to maintain the rights to their imagery. A competing studio, Warner Bros, even
put out a cartoon short titled "Falling Hare" in October, 1943 which featured Bugs Bunny.



Disney's Gremlins

Going into 1944, an acceptable screen play had not been completed. Dahl was becoming

displeased with how things were going, and England’s Air Ministry was bugging Disney with
concern how their beloved gremlins would be portrayed. Even though the studio had spent
a good deal of time and money developing the project, Walt reluctantly halted production.



Minnesota Wing

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF MINNESOTA CIVIL AIR PATROL MAJOR CLAYTON N. WULFF, COMMANDER

VOL. I, NO. | 310 ARMORY, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA MARCH, 1944




Minnesota Wing

JULY - 1948




1942 Pilot Wings
1949 Pilot Wings

Minnesota Wing

1943 Disney Artwork



Minnesota Wing Patches

Prior to the April 4, 1950 authorization by National Headquarters, founding members
were wearing unofficial hand-painting leather or canvas patches on flight jackets. The
first embroidered patches had to be handmade to resemble Disney's detailed character
as close as was possible. Every patch in the early years was custom and came out unique.



Minnesota Wing Patches
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Once patches were produced in greater numbers during the late 1950s and early 1960s,
they were also made by various manufacturers with varying details. Throughout the years,
the Gremlin's features were transformed... Goggles became eyebrows, large eyes became
piercing dots, boots turned into massive shoulders, and the nose and gloves disappeared.



Minnesota Wing Patches

Modern patches manufactured during the 1980s and 1990s looked nothing like the original
Walt Disney Studios artwork. Members not knowing the Gremlin's history thought they
they were wearing a Minnesota Viking on their shoulder. Some members referred to our
patch as the Samurai Cow! Version 1 was discontinued from use on December 31, 2002.



Minnesota Wing Patches

Minnesota Wingtips. August 1980

MEW_Shoulder patches

In reference to the Deputy Commarders comments about the new Wing patches,hers is
more information:

The patch replaces the Minnesota @Gopher Shoulder patch on Class A and B Uniforms,
coates,blues, and blue epaulet long and short sleeve shirts, The old patch will com-
time to be worn for a while on fatigues, flight coveralls, jackests and so forth,

All North Central Region States are changing to this arc-style patch, Your Wing Cmdr,
approved this for Minnesota, The patches have been made up frem a dye lot especially
for Minnesota Wing, I have several hundred to sell and have beeen filling orders
regularly, Order nm\nd spread the word!

The patch is worn as before- iinch down centersd on the left shoulder ( be sure to
remove the old patch since this is not an addition but a replacement)

To order follow these sipmle staps:

Yumber of patches Total cost plus postage
1 55 A5
2 1,10 W5
3 1,65 W15
4 2,20 .

5 2.75 o5
6 3.30 15
7 3.85 24
8 4,50 25
9 4,95 .28
10 5.50 .28
n 6,05 35
12 6.60 3

Make check to: Shirle ¢
If ordering by phons 938~ 5%

Lt8 Shirley Quilling

Note: Supplies and Uniforms can as always be ordersd by any Senior Officer or Group
s,

Wt i Street,St.Louis Park, Minn, 55425




Minnesota Wing Patches

Collector's Special Edition ~ 1997 1st Cadet Training Group ~ 1999
200 copies made, first 100 with certificates Also used for 2nd, 3rd and 4th CTGs



Minnesota Wing Patches

Current Version 2
~ Authorized April 14, 2001





